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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Petition’.

1. Denial

2. Disavowal

3. Appeal

4. Revocation
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Advisory’.

1. Derivative

2. Consultative

3. Refusal

4. Disclaimer
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Feasible’.

1. Impracticable

2. Practicable

3. Unlikely

4. Unreasonable
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Carriage’.

1. Transportation

2. Possession

3. Cartridge

4. Mobile
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Concession’.

1. Disputation

2. Protest

3. Compromise

4. Repudiation
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Stipulated’.

1. Uncertain

2. Specified

3. Insisted

4. Imposed
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Provision’.

1. Supplying

2. Purveying

3. Allocation

4. Removal
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Roped’.

1. Repel

2. Tie

3. Lash

4. Secure
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Portable’.

1. Transportable

2. Movable

3. Compact

4. Unexportable
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Demonstrate’. 

1. Conceal 

2. Reveal 

3. Indicate 

4. Intimate
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. The act of producing 
beautiful handwriting using a 
brush or a special pen.

(1) calligraphy 
(2) stencilling
(3) graphics 
(4) hieroglyphics
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Q12. A word composed of the 
first letters of the words in a 
phrase

(1) abridgement 
(2) almanac
(3) anachronism 
(4) acronym
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Q13. A person of obscure 
position who has gained 
wealth

(1) promiscuous
(2) parvenu
(3) sumptuary
(4) extravagant
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Q14. A person who attends to 
the diseases of the eye is an

(1) oculist 
(2) optimist
(3) obstetrician 
(4) optician
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Q15. The study of worms and 
insects

(1) taxidermy 
(2) entomology
(3) ornithology 
(4) paleontology
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. He is leaving the USA for 
good.

(1) urgently 
(2) permanently
(3) temporarily 
(4) immediately
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Q17. What egged you on to 
become a social worker ?

(1) urged 
(2) dampened
(3) hindered 
(4) discouraged
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Q18. Many politicians in India are 
not fit to hold a candle to Mahatma
Gandhi.

(1) superior 
(2) equal
(3) inferior 
(4) indifferent
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Q19. She must be paying through 
the nose for the face left.

(1) paying less than necessary
(2) paying too much
(3) paying the right amount
(4) paying reluctantly
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Q20. He is putting the cart before
the horse by purchasing
furniture before buying a house.

(1) doing a thing in the wrong way
(2) doing a thing in the right way
(3) committing a great crime
(4) doing things meticulously
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Caste counts
A vision for a just India, and not partisan political gains, should 
inspire a fresh census

The clamour for a fresh caste census is getting louder in the 
country. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar led a delegation of 10 
political parties of the State to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Monday. No political party in the country has publicly opposed 
the demand as yet, and most have supported the call. Mr. Modi 
listened to the delegation but did not open his mind on the topic. 
Predictably, there will be more political mobilisation on the issue. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party has the advantage of being in the saddle
and could time an announcement best suited for itself. 
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The last time India’s population was enumerated on the basis of 
caste was in 1931, when it was under colonial rule. There is a 
strong argument that the colonial census was about creating and 
reinforcing caste and religious categories in India rather than 
recording them in a benign manner. Effective governance 
requires robust data on the governed. The creation of categories 
is itself a political act. Indian politics and the governance 
structure are all premised on categories that were firmed up 
during colonialism. 
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But the salience of caste as the fundamental marker of 
identity for an Indian has only grown since Independence. 
As the democratisation of society deepens, questions are 
being raised regarding the status of Dalits, tribal 
communities and a large section of the population that is 
characterised in the Constitution as Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classes. Political representation of 
these communities has increased and their participation in 
government jobs has risen. It is assumed that particular 
groups within each category have benefited 
disproportionately from political and job reservations, and 
there are demands for sub-quotas. Many communities are 
demanding inclusion in one category or the other. Some 
communities are feeling short-changed by the affirmative 
action steps of the state. 
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With the role of the Government as a big employer 
diminishing, there is a demand for affirmative action 
in the private sector. All these questions are being 
debated without adequate and reliable data, leading 
to conflicting and often misleading claims. 
Supporters of a caste census cite these reasons, while 
sceptics fear it will only widen social rifts. They also 
point to the multitude of practical problems such an 
exercise will encounter. What is not debatable, 
however, is the fact that inequitable distribution of 
power and wealth endangers the stability of any 
society. Partisan political gains should not be the 
motivation for a fresh census. A renewed vision for a 
just and united India, where all divides are reduced 
must guide the discussion on a caste census.
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1) Going forward, the Government must be explain how it 
expects to approach the new regime in Afghanistan once 
it is formed. 

2) The rise of Taliban power and that of the group’s Pakistani 
backers is a particular security concern as groups such as 
the LeT and the JeM could use Afghanistan as a staging 
base for terror attacks in the India. 

3) Finally, the Government must explain how it will approach 
the Afghan people, especially those who lives could be in 
danger
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1) just (adj)
न्याय– fair, equitable, impartial, unbiased

2) partisan (noun) 
तरफ़दार– supporter, follower, adherent, devotee

3) inspire (verb)
पे्रररतकरना–stimulate, motivate, incline, persuade

4) census (noun)
गणना– count, tale, tally, score, gross
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5) clamour (noun)
शोर-शराबा-din, loud noise, uproar, tumult, babel

6) delegation (noun)
प्रतततनधान–deputation, legation, commission, 
representatives, envoys, deputies

7) call (noun)
कायय- necessity, reason, justification, excuse

8) open his mind (phrase)
a willingness to listen to or accept different ideas or 
opinions I know it's different,
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9) predictably (verb)
जाहिर– foreseeable, expected, anticipated, foreseen

10) mobilisation (noun)
संग्रिण– marshaling, rally, rallying

11) saddle (noun) 
जीन– burden, encumber, lumber, weigh down

12) enumerated (verb) 
गगनािुआ- list, itemize, catalogue
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13) colonial  (adj) 
प्रवासीय- connected with or belonging to a 
country that controls another country (colony)

14) reinforcing (verb) 
मजबूतबनाना- strengthen, fortify

15) benign (adj) 
कृपालु- kind, warm-hearted, good natured

16) robust (adj) 
तगडा- strong
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