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• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors

• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms
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1) conduit (noun)
नाली–channel/duct/pipe/tube

2) sewage(noun) 
गन्दा पानी-refuse/ scrap/ waste

3) evidence (noun)
सबूत–confirmation/ corroboration/ proof

4) scourge (noun)
सजा– affliction/ bane/ curse/ nemesis
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5) filaments (noun)
धूतत-a thin, flexible structure that resembles a hair

7) microbeads (noun)
–an extremely small piece of material manufactured 
for various applications, especially one made of 
plastic and used in personal care products, 
cosmetics, and detergents.

6) calls into question (phrase)
–there is doubt or uncertainty about it

8) rid (verb)
छुटकारा ददलाना– free/ relieve/ unburden
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9) deficits (noun)
कमी– crunches/ dearths/ deficiencies

10) discharging (adj)
मुक्तत– release/ eject/ emit

11) tumble (verb) 
गगरना– plummet/ plunge/ dive

12) defer (verb) 
मान लेना– yield/ submit/ give way
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1. UNRELENTING
2. SPLENDOUR
3. INDICT
4. INSURGENT
5. CONSENSUS
6. FORMIDABLE
7. EXASPERATION
8. FORTIFY
9. PRECISION
10. IMPROBABLE
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The Ganga’s message
India must take its laws on waste seriously to stop microplastics 
pollution

The Ganga might have stood witness to many stages of India’s 
civilisation, as Mahatma Gandhi once noted, but in recent decades 
it has become a conduit for sewage, solid waste, industrial effluents
and other pollutants. It is depressing, though not surprising, 
therefore, that a new study by an NGO has found evidence of a 
modern-day scourge, microplastics, in the river, with the highest 
concentrations in Varanasi and Kanpur, followed by Haridwar. What 
the data show is the alarming presence of plastic filaments, fibres, 
fragments, and in two places, microbeads, with their composition 
pointing to both industrial and secondary broken-down plastics 
from articles of everyday use. 
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The finding of significant levels of microscopic particles invisible 
to the naked eye at below 300 micrometres to 5 millimetres in 
the country’s holiest river calls into question the progress of two 
high-priority, well-funded missions of the NDA government, 
Swachh Bharat, to deal with solid waste, and Namami Gange, to 
rid the river of its pollution. Surprisingly, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s support for the river clean-up, originally 
scheduled to be implemented by December 2020, has not saved 
it from serious deficits; official data indicate that 97 Ganga towns 
may be discharging about 750 million litres of untreated sewage 
a day into the river. An environmental activist, Guru Das Agrawal, 
died in 2018 after fasting in protest, and his letter to Mr. Modi 
did not change the situation.
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Loquacious’.

a. talkative

b. thirsty

c. beautiful

d. complicated
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Chimera’.

a. chimney

b. protest

c. illusion

d. panache
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Temerity’.

a. audacity

b. fearfulness

c. shyness

d. stupidity
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Educe’.

a. demand

b. elicit

c. ideal

d. unlawful
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Nabob’.

a. bigwig

b. doubter

c. frolic

d. converse
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Approbate’.

a. ingratitude

b. condemn

c. dissatisfaction

d. master
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Supercilious’.

a. unimportant

b. relevant

c. serious

d. meek
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Improvident’.

a. cautious

b. fortunate

c. proven

d. intelligent
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Demur’.

a. embrace

b. crude

c. boisterous

d. falter
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Fatuous’.

a. crafty

b. frugal

c. sensible

d. inane
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. Liable to be easily broken

(1) weak 
(2) brittle
(3) thin 
(4) hard
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Q12. . One who is out to 
destroy the Government

(1) anarchist 
(2) villain
(3) criminal 
(4) enemy
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Q13. One who loves all 
mankind

(1) philologist
(2) philosopher
(3) philanthropist
(4) philatelist
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Q14. A person who cannot 
make a mistake

(1) inexplicable
(2) inevitable
(3) indispensable
(4) infallible
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Q15. A place of good climate 
for invalids

(1) hospital 
(2) asylum
(3) sanatorium 
(4) retreat
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. If you develop friendship 
with an individual you must stand 
by him through thick and thin.

(1) think about his/her welfare
(2) under all circumstances
(3) to accompany through a
thick forest
(4) in day and night
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Q17. Nowadays, one gets good 
literary books once in a blue 
moon.

(1) from renowned publisher
(2) at very low cost
(3) when moon gives blue light
(4) rarely
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Q18. He decided to bury the 
hatchet.

(1) to keep a secret
(2) to make peace
(3) to fool someone
(4) to bury the wealth
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Q19. Reena is a kind of person who
wears her heart on her sleeve.

(1) expresses her emotions freely
(2) expresses her emotions curbingly
(3) suppresses her emotions openly
(4) suppresses her excitement 
sparingly

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q20. I hope to talk him over to 
our view.

(1) oppose 
(2) analyze
(3) convince 
(4) support
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