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®* As a source of knowing the history of the
Gupta dynasty, the evidence of literary
evidence inscriptions and the description of

foreign travelers have been resorted to.
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® It 1s believed that the founders of the Gupta dynasty

were feudatories of the Kushan rulers and according to
most historians they were Vaishyas. The Gupta dynasty
was founded by Shri Gupta.
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Gupta Dynasty
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(240 — 280 A.D.)
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® Shri Gupta is con51dered to be the founder of the Gupta
dynasty, he founded the Gupta dynasty in 240 AD and

ruled till (240 AD-280 AD), it assumed the title of
Maharaja.
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* After Shr1 Gupta, his son Ghatotkacha succeeded him

and he also assumed the title of Maharaja.
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Gupta Dynasty

handragupta I was the first important king of the
Gupta dynasty. He assumed the title of
'Maharajadhiraj’. Chandragupta I was married to
Kumar Devi, a princess of the Lichchavi dynasty.
Chandragupta I also started the Gupta era in 319 AD.



Samudragupta

® He was the son of Kumar Devi, so he used to call himself Lichchavi

Daubhitra.

. HHS{‘IH Sht it 3TTshAeh a7 foedrare] off 389 TEMad (STL-HHA) o6
(9 TN SHaeRt 1o TrHTsa H firer foram srefer afaomen (afaor-wwa)

(2 T=1)aRT qUTTeTa X T, 321 forsll & o T W «Nucdq—l
el ST % ~

®* Samudragupta's policies were aggressive and expansionist, he
conquered 9 states of Aryavarta (North-India) and merged it into his
empire while defeated 12 states of Dakshinavarta (South-India),

because of these victories, such India is called Napoleon of India.
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Samudragupta
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* Harishena was the court poet of Samudragupta who composed the
Allahabad Prashasti.
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® It 1s estimated that Samudragupta was a lover of music because the
pictures of him playing the veena were inscribed on the coins issued

during his rule.
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* Ramgupta became the next ruler after

Samudragupta but was an incompetent ruler.
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< STy * After that Chandragupta II became the next ruler, he defeated the
rg\ (‘I: - ‘// Shaka rulers of Malwa and Gujarat and assumed the title of

"Vikramaditya" to commemorate the Shaka victory.
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® It 1s known from the Mehrauli Iron Pillar of Chandragupta II that he

also conquered Bengal.
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Chandragupta II
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® The Chinese traveler Fahien came to India during the time of

Chandragupta II.
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®* He was the first ruler of the Gupta Empire to issue silver

colns
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‘ Kumaragupta I became the nextruler after Chandragupta II.
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Kumaragupta I * [t established the Nalanda University.
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* After Kumaragupta, Skandagupta became the next ruler , after

this there were many minor rulers in the Gupta dynasty.
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mscription” gives us information about the rule of

NN Bhanugupta and from Eran inscription we get the first
Vishnugupta evidence of the practice of Sati.
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® The last ruler of this dynasty was Vishnugupta, after which the
Gupta Empire disintegrated.
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Chandragupta II- Navratna
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® There were 9 scholars 1n his court who were called Navratnas:
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\/1. SECEE 31|€<|D;|Cd % 1/ Dhanvantari : Expert in Ayurveda
2. &qure : farg, i 8 9t Kspanak: Scholar, full of ethics
- 3. WP ST %@Tﬁ@ﬂhanku: Full of astrology

_A. Sdied Wg : dif3ek forem o F1/Betal Bhatt : Knowledgeable of
Tantric Vidya )




Chandragupta II- Navratna
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Gupta writings and their authors

Abhigyan Shakuntalam
Vikramovarshiyam
Malvikagnimitram
Raghuvansh
Kumarsambhav
Meghdutam

Ritusanhar

Mudraraksha

Devichandragupta

Kalidas

Visakhadutt

® Mrichchatika - Shudraka

®* Amarkosh - Amarsingh

® Natyashastra - Bharatmuni

¢ Kamasutra - Vatsyayana

® Panchatantra - Vishnusharma

® Neetisar - Kamandak
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* The Gupta society was traditionally divided into four

N N_'_Q_'O' classes Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras.
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Economy ®* The practice of child marriage was encouraged

during the Gupta period, the first evidence of the
practice of sati 1s obtained from the Eran inscription

of Bhanugupta.
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* Agriculture was the mainstay of the Gupta economy.
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®* Land revenue was the main source of income of the
Economy

state, land revenue was 1/6th of the total income.
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T qST ) The Gupta period 1s considered the golden age of Indian
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® The first mention of the practice of Sati and child marriage

has also been found in the Gupta period.
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In this the largest unit of government was the country and

the supreme king of the

country was the king and the

smallest unit of government was the village which was

under the villager.
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During the Gupta period, the gold comn was called

Deenar.
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Q.1 Who was the founder of Gupta dynasty?
A. Ghatotkachagupta
B. Chandra Gupta
C. Shrigupta
D

. none of these
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Q.2 Influenced by whose victories, historian V.A. Smith called him

'Napoleon of India'?
A. to Skandagupta
B. to Chandragupta

C. to Brahmagupta

D

. to Samudragupta
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Q.3 The 'Golden Age' of Indian culture was :
A. Mauryan period.

B. Rajput period
C. Chola period
D. Gupta period
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Q.4 Eran 1nscription is related to which ruler?

A. Brahmagupta
B. Chandragupta
C. Kumargupta
D. Bhanugupta
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Q.5 The university which became famous in the Gupta era was-

A. Kanchi

B. Takshshila
C. Nalanda
D. Vallabhi



Q.6 During whose reign did Fahien come to India?
A.

o O W

Chandragupta I
Ashoka
Harshvardhan

Chandragupta II
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Q.7 Chandragupta II when did he assume the title of 'Vikramaditya'?

After the elimination of doubts
After sitting on the Gupta throne

Issuance of silver coins

O a0 ® »

All of the above
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Q.8 Gold currency of Gupta period was called-
Deenar

Karshapan

Nishk

O O ® p»

Kakini



Q.9 FTHNEHS' HEThTeY fohel shid = fotw ?
A. FOTHE

B. T<sicrE

C. BHH

D. FIeem™

Q.9 Which poet wrote the epic 'Kumrasambhava'?
A. Banabhatt
. Chandbardai

B
C. Harishena
D. Kalidas
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Q.10 On which occasion did Chandragupta-I start the Gupta era?
A. As a monument to his accession
B. To commemorate the eradication of doubts

C. To commemorate the defeat of the Huns

D. None of these



