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Prime Minister
Article 75 of the Indian Constitution mentions that a Prime

Minister 1s one who 1s appointed by the President. There 1s no

specific procedure for his election or appointment.
/ Article 74(1) states that there shall be a Council of Ministers with
a Prime Minister at the head to aid and advise the President.
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Uw Is Prime Minister of India elected or appointed?

7’resident of India appoints a person as the Prime Minister who 1is
either the leader of the party which holds a majority of seats in the

ok Sabha or 1s a person who 1s able to win the confidence of the Lok
Sabha by gaining the support of other political parties. All other

ministers are appointed by the President on the advice of the Prime
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Minister.
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Note: President can also appoint Prime Minister on his own

discretion but only when no party has a clear majority in the Lok
Sabha.
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Power and Function of Prime Minister

/ Prime Minister of India serves the country by following various
functions. He performs his functions taking responsibilities as:
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/ The leader of Country: The Prime Minister of India 1s the Head of

the Government of India.
/ * Portfolio allocation: The Prime Minister has the authority to assign
portfolios to the Ministers.

Chairman of the Cabinet: The Prime Minister is the chairman of the

cabinet and presides the meetings of the Cabinet. He can impose his
decision if there 1s a crucial opinion difference among the members.
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Official Representative of the country: Prime minister represents

the country for high-level international meetings
/ The link between the President and the Cabinet: The Prime
Minister acts as the link between President and cabinet. He

communicates all decisions of the Cabinet to the President which 1s
related to the administration of the affairs of the Union and
proposals for legislation.
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/‘ Head: The Prime Minister 1s the head of Nuclear Command

Authority, NITI Aayog, Appointments Committee of the Cabinet,
Department of Atomic Energy, Department of Space and Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.

/ Chief Advisor: He acts as the chief advisor to the President
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Who 1s eligible to be a Prime Minister?
To become an Indian prime minister one has to be:
* A citizen of India.

e A member of either Rajya Sabha or Lok Sabha.
_~" He should have completed his 30 years. if he is a member of the

Rajya Sabha or can be 25 years of age 1f he 1s a member of the Lok
Sabha. — —
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Relationship between the Prime Minister and the President of India
®* There are a few articles in the Indian Constitution that deal with
the relationship both Prime Minister and the President share with

each other. The articles are:
1. Article 74

2. Article 75
/3. Article 78
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Articles

Relationship between Prime Minister and the President

74

Mentions how the Prime Minister and President are both connected

with the council of ministers. The Council with PM as head advise

President on various issues.
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ntions three things:
ePresident appoints PM and other ministers are appointed by the
President on the advice of the PM.
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«Mi:listers hold their office dur?ng the pleasure of the President.

eCouncil of Ministers 1s collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha.
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to the I’resident. President can also refer i1ssues for the
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consideration of the council of members.




Q.1 Who administers oath to the Prime Minister of India?
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c) Judge of Supreme Court

d) Speaker /



2 What 1s the term of Prime Minister as mentioned in the Constitution?
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a) SYear/ // ‘
b) 6 Year / <\‘ :ll_ng

C) ( No fixed Term)/
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d) ‘None of the Above




Q.3 Who decides the salary and allowances of the Prime Minister?
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c) Rajya Sabha / < CLi) \>

d) Council of Ministers



Q.4 Who allocates and reshuffles various portfolios among the

/ ministers?
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a) Parliament o
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d) Cabinet _/




}5 Who can be said to be the leader of the Lok Sabha?
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a) President / /
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d) None of the above




Q.6 Who is the chairman of the National Development Council?
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b) President

Prime Minister

c¢) Vice-President /

d) Human Resource Minister



Q.7 Who has been the longest serving Prime Minister of India?
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d) Indira Gandhi




® Jawaharlal Nehru was appointed as Prime Minister 3

times and has served closed to 16 years. He was also

the first Prime Minister of Independent India.
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Q.8 Which Prime Minister had coined the term, 'Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ ?
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/1) Jawaharlal Nehru \/\/(LL/
B\

/6) Indira Gandhi -

c) Deve Gowda

/d) <La1 Bahadur Sha@
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®* Lal Bahadur Shastri gave this slogan at Ramlila

Maidan, Delhi in 1965 at a public gathering. He was

the second Prime Minister of India.
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Q.9 What 1s the maximum allowed size of the Council of Ministers?
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a) Maximum 48

\/m No such upper limit

/c)(cannot exceed 15% of the total members of Lok Sabha
/d) cannot exceed 10% of the total members of Lok Sabha




* Article 75 (1A) states that the total number of

Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the

Council of Ministers shall not exceed fifteen percent

of the total number of members of the House of the

—

Pegple.
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Q.11 Which among the following 1s NOT a category of the Council of
% Ministers? 553
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a) Cabinet Ministers

b) 1\£1nlsters of State

c¢)Minister of the Crown )

-
d) Deputy Ministers




* Article 75 (1A) states that the total number of

Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the

Council of Ministers shall not exceed fifteen percent
of the total number of members of the House of the

People.
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Q.12 Which 1s the highest decision-making authority of our Indian

/ administrative system?
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/ a) Cabinet Ministry
</b) Defence Ministry
A) Rajya Sabha

__~d) None of the above



* Article 75 (1A) states that the total number of

Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the

Council of Ministers shall not exceed fifteen percent
of the total number of members of the House of the

People.
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