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• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors

• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms
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1) Denial (noun)
इनकार–negation/ dissent/ contradiction

2) play down  (verb) 
कम महत्त्व देना-make light of/ gloss over/ de-
emphasize

3) ravaged (noun)
उजडा हुआ– devastate/ ruin/ destroy

4) incessantly (adverb)
ननत्य– constantly/ continually/ all the time
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5) specious (adj)
धूर्त-artful, crafty, cunning

6) Ferocious (adj)
भयंकर–fierce/ savage/ wild

7) overrun (verb)
अधधक होना–spread over or occupy (a place) in large 
numbers

8) gasping (verb)
हांफना– gulp/ choke
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9) spike (verb)
बढ़ाना– quicken/ stimulate

10) Explicable (adj)
स्पष्ट– answerable/ explainable

11) mortal (adj)
प्राणघार्ी– deadly/ fatal/ lethal

12) privilege (noun)
सुववधा– advantage/ right/ benefit /prerogative
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13) Empathy (noun)
संवेदना– the ability to understand and share the 
feelings of another.

14) appalling (adj)
घटटया– horrible/ terrible/ awful

15) supervene (verb) 
पीछे आना– follow

16) pillage (verb)
लूटना– plunder, destroy
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17) noxious (adjective)
हाननकारक–Deadly, injurious

18) fervent (adjective) 
उत्साही-Enthusiastic

19) fitful (adjective)
चंचल- Spasmodic/ fluctuating

20) flout (verb) 
अवज्ञा करना-Show contempt for

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

1. JEOPARDIZE
2. COGNIZANT
3. PERVASIVE
4. COMPREHENSIVE
5. LUCRATIVE
6. FIASCO
7. CLAMOUR
8. UNRELENTING
9. TRANQUILLITY
10. INEVITABLE
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Dealing with denial
India must not play down the COVID-19 tragedy, as that would 
hurt public confidence

A touchy topic (A)/ for the Centre and States(B)/ have been the 
counting (C)/ of the dead from COVID-19 (D). In 2020, as the 
pandemic ravaged Europe and the U.S., Health Ministry officials 
would incessantly argue that India had better managed the 
pandemic because its deaths per million of population were 
comparatively lower. While factually true, it was always (A)/ 
apparent that the argument is specious given (B)/ the size, 
demographic difference and India’s (C)/ per capita access to quality 
health care (D).
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But the ferocious second wave, in April and May, 
(A)/characterised by the very visible scenario of hospitals 
being(B)/ overrun, and the sick gasping for a very basic necessity 
of medical oxygen, reveals (C)/ a spike in excess deaths, 
compared to the normal death rate in previous years(D). Even 
though independent databases, such as the CRS and State 
records, show large spikes in deaths, with no other explicable 
cause other than COVID-19, the Centre continues to be in denial 
of the mortal scale of the pandemic. Tuesday’s statement by 
Bharati Pravin Pawar, Minister of State for Health and Family 
Welfare, in the Rajya Sabha, that there were no “specific reports” 
of deaths from States due to lack of oxygen, led Congress leader 
K.C. Venugopal, to say the party will move a privilege motion 
against her.
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Dramatic’.

1) Comedic

2) Sensational

3) Ordinary

4) Expressive
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Crucial’.

1) Acute

2) Essential

3) Trivial

4) pivot
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Inefficiencies’.

1) Inadequacies

2) Inabilities

3) Incapabilities

4) Disorganization
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Demarcate’.

1) discourage

2) decimate

3) derivate

4) desiccate

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Ubiquitous’.

1) fleeting

2) unpierced

3) omnipresent

4) obnoxious
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Imperturbability’.

a) Composure

b) Evitable

c) Impertinent

d) Agitated
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Feint’.

a) Truth

b) Bluff

c) Buff

d) Bloat
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Inure’.

a) Accustom

b) Neglect

c) Heed

d) Withhold
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Ostracism’.

a) Banishment

b) Sinicism

c) Utilitarianism

d) Acceding
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Recondite’.

a) Obscure

b) Cabalistic

c) Straightforward

d) Corundum

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. That through which light 
cannot pass

(1) lucid 
(2) transparent
(3) hazy 
(4) opaque
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Q12. . To injure one’s 
reputation

(1) defame 
(2) ridicule
(3) mock 
(4) agitate
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Q13. A geometrical figure 
with eight sides

(1) polygon 
(2) hexagon
(3) octagon 
(4) pentagon
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Q14. A man who wastes his 
money on luxury

(1) extempore 
(2) thrifty
(3) extravagant 
(4) None of these
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Q15. A man having no hair on 
the scalp

(1) hoary 
(2) gaudy
(3) naked 
(4) bald
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. The news of the 
President's death spread like 
wild fire.

(1) spread rapidly
(2) caused a major confusion
(3) was a wild rumour
(4) set the nation on fire
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Q17. Negative arguments 
generally end up in smoke when 
team members sit together to 
discuss important strategies.

(1) create hard feelings
(2) lead to bad habits
(3) spoil good understanding
(4) become useless finally
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Q18. When my friend was in 
Kolkata, he ran into an old friend 
at the theatre.

(1) hit
(2) met accidentally
(3) planned to meet
(4) invited

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q19. Going abroad for a holiday was
out of the question.

(1) undesirable 
(2) impossible
(3) unpleasant 
(4) irresistible
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Q20. to eat a humble pie

(1) to feel downtrodden
(2) to accept defeat
(3) to be humiliated
(4) to accept abuse
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