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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors
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Time for SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of 
‘Sobriety’.

1. Similarity
2. Soberness
3. Thoughtlessness
4. Stress
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Q2. Choose the synonym of 
‘Bereave’.

1. Provide
2. Sustain
3. Benefit
4. Deprive
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Q3. Choose the synonym of 
‘Hedge’.

1. Endanger
2. Qualify
3. Grid
4. Safeguard
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Q4. Choose the synonym of 
‘Vouch’.

1. Efficiency
2. Affirm
3. Deny
4. Formulate
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Q5. Choose the synonym of 
‘Usurp’.

1. Stain
2. Seize
3. Strain
4. Usher
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Time for ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of 
‘Berate’.

1. Praise
2. Pull up
3. Reprimand
4. Reproach
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Q7. Choose the antonym of 
‘Spur’.

1. Stimulus
2. Incentive
3. Disincentive
4. Encouragement
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Q8. Choose the antonym of 
‘Venom’.

1. Love
2. Rancour
3. Malevolence
4. Spite
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Q9. Choose the antonym of 
‘Taciturn’.

1. Talkative
2. Wordy
3. Uncommunicative
4. Loquacious
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Q10. Choose the antonym of 
‘Vicious’.

1. Gentle
2. Brutal
3. Ferocious
4. Savage
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Time for ONE WORD
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Q11. A person who agrees to work 
for somebody in order to learn a 
skill

(1) lackey
(2) pupil
(3) apprentice 
(4) assistant
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Q12. Opinion contrary to 
accepted doctrines

(1) controversy 
(2) advocacy
(3) heresy 
(4) convention
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Q13. Make pale by excluding 
light

(1) foliate 
(2) percolate
(3) procreate 
(4) etiolate

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q14. Someone who is 
designated to hear both sides 
of a dispute and make a 
judgement

(1) counsellor 
(2) arbitrator
(3) magistrate 
(4) manager
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Q15. A thing fit to be eaten

(1) eligible 
(2) audible
(3) delectable 
(4) edible
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Time for 
IDIOMS and PHRASES
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Q16. 15th August is a red-letter 
day in the history of India.

(1) an important day
(2) blood-donation day
(3) holiday
(4) a historical occasion
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Q17. 
A : Can you help me ?
B : Sure, I’ll be finished with
this in a second.

(1) be thorough
(2) be satisfied
(3) be exhausted
(4) be through
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Q18. I have a feeling in my gut that
her husband is cheating her.

(1) strong instinct
(2) slight hint
(3) lot of Proof
(4) strong fear
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Q19. out of sorts

(1) not rich 
(2) out of reach
(3) out of sight 
(4) not well
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Q20. to keep the wolf away from
the door

(1) to keep off starvation
(2) to guard against wild animals
(3) to guard against enemies
(4) to keep aloof from disputed
matters
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Plugging the leak
India must assuage importers that its produce is compliant
with trade demands on GM foods

Since June, the export of about 500 tonnes of rice from 
India has triggered an uproar in several European countries 
on the grounds that it was genetically modified (GM) rice. 
This emerged during a check by the European Commission’s 
Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed that was testing rice 
flour by the French company Westhove. On June, France had 
issued (A)/ a notification for unauthorised GM rice flour,(B)/ 
identifying India as the point of origin, (C)/ and alerting 
Austria, Belgium (D), the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Spain, the U.K. and the U.S. as the 
possible destination of products made with the flour. 
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So in August, the American food products company Mars, 
fearing GM contamination, announced that it was 
recalling four of its product lines of ‘Crispy M&M’. GM-free 
rice that is tagged as ‘organic rice’ is among India’s high-
value exports worth ₹63,000 crore annually. India does 
not permit the commercial cultivation of GM rice, but 
research groups are testing varieties of such rice in trial 
plots. So the suspicion is that rice from some of these 
test-plots may have “leaked” into the exported product. 
The Indian government has denied this possibility with a 
Commerce Ministry spokesperson alleging that the 
contamination may have happened in Europe “to cut 
costs”. However, India has indicated that it will 
commission an investigation involving its scientific 
bodies.

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

1) Plugging the leak (phrase)
– to stop or fill with

2) assuage (verb) 
– relieve, ease, alleviate, soothe, mitigate, dampen, allay

3) compliant (adj)
–tractable, complaisant, accommodating, cooperative,
adaptable, obedient, docile, manageable

4) triggered (verb)
– activate, set off, set going, trip

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

5) uproar (noun)
- turmoil, disorder, confusion, chaos, commotion

6) emerged (verb)
–come out, appear, turn up, spring up

7) contamination (noun)
-adulterant, defilement, impurity, pollutant

8) recalling (verb)
-evoking, extracting
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9) tagged (verb)
-labeled (or labelled), marked, ticketed

10) suspicion (noun)
- doubt, dubiety, dubitation [archaic], 
incertitude, misdoubt, misgiving, mistrust

11) alleging (noun)
- announcing, broadcasting, proclaiming

12) to cut costs (phrase)
- to spend less money
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