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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 1: Each, Every and No
If the word "each,” "every'" or "mo" comes
before the subject, the verb is singular.
Example: No smoking or drinking is allowed.
Every man and woman is required to check

in.



SSC CHSL 2022-23

Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 2: If one subject is singular and the other is plural and
the words are conmected by the words "or,”" "nor,"
"neither/mor,"” "either/or," or "not only/but also," use
the verb form of the subject that is nearest the verb.

Example: Either the bears or the lion has escaped from the
Z0O0.

Neither the lion nor the bears have escaped from the zoo.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 3: Each, Every and No
If the word "each,” "every" or '"mo" comes
before the subject, the verb is singular.
Example: No smoking or drinking is allowed.
Every man and woman is required to check

in.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 4: Indefinite pronouns are considered singular
and require singular verb forms.
The following is the list of indefinite pronouns:
anyone, anybody, anything, No omne, nobody,
nothing, someone, somebody, something,
everyone, everybody, everything, whatever and
whoever.

Example: Everyone wants to watch the movie.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 5: Indefinite pronouns typically take singular
verbs. The exceptions to the rule include the
pronouns ‘''few,” '"many," "several," and
"both.”" These always take the plural form.

Example: Few were left alive after the flood.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 6: After many/a great many/a good
many, etc., the noun is always plural,
which is followed by a plural verb.

Example: A great many girls are following
fashion trends these days.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 7: After 'a number of/a large number’', the
noun and verb in the sentence are always
plural.

Example: A number of soldiers have lost their lives

on the border.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick 8: After 'the number', the noun is
plural but the verb is singular.
Example: The number of soldiers at the

border is large.
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Subject-Verb Agreement: Advanced Tricks

Trick9: Sometimes the subject is separated
from the verb by such words as along with,
as well as, besides, not, etc. In this case
always use the verb according to first
subject.

Example: The politician, along with the newsmen, is
expected shortly.

Excitement, as well as nervousness, is the
cause of her shaking.
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

1. Many a students (1)/ participated (2)/ in

the competition (3) / no error

‘Many a’ takes a singular subject and a singular

verb.
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

2. Shivangi never (1)/ has and never will allow

(2)/ her brother to join army (3)/ no error

add ‘allowed’ after ‘has’
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

3. Not only will shivangi (1)/ come here but also
(2)/ she will stay (3)/ no error

‘will she’ instead of ‘she will’
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

4. My brother as well as the other members (1)/

of my family were left shelterless (2)/ as a
result of flood in the city (3)/ no error

was instead of were
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

S. More than (1)/ one student were (2)/ absent

yesterday (3)/ no error

2) Replace were with was
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

6. It were the student (1)/ who wanted the
teacher (2)/ to declare holiday today (3)/ no

error

‘was’ instead of ‘were’
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

7. 1 made my (1)/ friend wrote (2)/ a letter in blue

ink (3)/ no error

‘write’ in place of wrote
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

8. (a) One of my aspiration/ (b) is to become/ (c)

a doctor./ (d) No error

One of my +plural noun
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Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

9. (a) Each of the films/ (b) you suggested/ (¢)
are not worth seeing./ (d) No error

Everyone takes Singular VERB so are to is
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10.

Spotting Error Subject verb agreement

(a) The Secretary and Principal of the college/
(b) are attending/ (c) the District Development
Council Meeting at the Collectorate./ (d) No

€rror

Replace are with is b part
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HOME WORK

I have just

interesting novel.
A. been

B. completely

C. finished

D. start

reading an
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HOME WORK ANSWER

Everyone was pleased to learn

the actor would............. his
role as the captivating pirate.
(a) reprise
(b) rescue
(C) save
(d) Free
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