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/f he period roughly between the 3rd century B.C. and 3rd

m%\m ax century A.D. in South Ind1a (the area lymg to the south of river

Sangam Age
G hicT
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Krishna and Tungabhadra) 1 is known as Sangam Period.
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It has been named after the Sangam academies held during that

period that flourished under the royal patronage of the Pandya
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kmgs of Madura1
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the board of censors and the choicest literature was rendered in

o t the sangams eminent scholars assembled and functioned as
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Sangam Age y.
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the nature of anthologies.
These literary works were the earliest specimens of Dravidian

—— —

literature.
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According to the Tamil legends, there were <t\}_1§ Sangams

(Academy of Tamil poets) held in the ancient South India

popularly called( Muchchangaﬁ)
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Sangam Age
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The First Sangam, is believed to be held at @\/Iaduralattended by gods and

legendary sages. No literary work of this Sangam 1s available.

The Second Sangam was held at @adapuram only Tolkapplyam

survives from this.
The Third Sangam was also held a@adura@A few of these Tamil hterary
works have survived and are a useful sources to reconstruct the history of

the Sangam period.
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Political History of

/

Sangam Period
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South India, durin@he Sangam Age, @was ruled by three
dynasties-the Cheras, Chelas las and Pandyas. The main

source of information about these kingdoms 1s traced from
the literary references of Sangam Period.
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Cheras =

The Cheras controlled the central and northern parts of
Kerala and the Kongu region of Tamil Nadu.
/ Vanji was their capital and the ports of the west coast, Musiri

)
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and Tond1 were under their control.

The emblem of Cheras was(“bow anm
The{’ugalur Inscription /bf the Ist century AD has reference

to thtee generations of Chera rulers.
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The Cheras owed its importance to trade with the Romans.

They also built alt mple of Augustus/there. .\

The greatest ruler of Cheras WaS\Se:Jnguttuvan> the Red Chera
or the Good Chera, who belonged to the 2nd Eentury AD.
His military achievements have been chronicled in epic

%4 / Silapathikaram,with details about his expedition to the

Cheras =

S/

]Hinlalﬂa_ts where he defeated many north Indian rulers.
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® Senguttuvan introduced the Pattini cult or the worship of
o Kannagi as the 1deal wife in Tamil Nadu.

/ He was the first to send an embassy to China from South

India. / —
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/ The Cholas controlled the central and northern parts of Tamil
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Nadu.
/° Their core area of rule was the Kaveri delta, later known as

Cholamandalam. W et -
N\ Their capital was Uraiyur (near Tiruchirapalli town) and
Cholas =l @/ e ‘

Puhar or Kaviripattinam was an alternative royal residence
and chief port town. =
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Cholas =T

Tiger was their emblem.

The Cholas also maintained an efficient navy.

P [
@/\ﬂ./ King Karikala was a famous king of the Sangam Cholas.
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/{ Pgttinappalii)jortrays his life and military conque\sts.ﬁ

Many Sangam poems mention the @attle of Venni where he

defeated the confederacy of Cheras, Pandyas and eleven
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minor chieftains.
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Cholas =T

Karikala’s military achievements made him the overlord of

the whole Tamil region of that time.
Trade and commerce flourished during his reign.
He founded the port city of Puhar (identical with

Kaveripattinam) and constructed 160 km of embankment

e

along the Kaver1 River.
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Pandyas 91Sd
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The Pandyas ruled from
_/‘/,Korkai was their main port, located near the confluence of

——

Thampraparani with the Bay of Bengal. It was famous for
pearl fishery and chank diving. —
heir emblem was theC Fish™.

They patronized the Tamil Sangams and facilitated the
compilation of the Sangam poems.
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Rulers kept a regular army. /%
* " Trade was prosperous and their pearls were famous.

}’ Sati, caste, idol worship were common. Widows were treated
badly. —
‘ // They adopted the Vedic religion of sacrifice and patronized
Pandyas 9Tsd Brahmin priests.
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Pandyas 91Sd
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J Kalabhras,

ower declined with the invasion of a tribe called the

After the Sangam Age, this dynasty lost its significance for
more than a century, only to rise once again at the end of the

6" century.
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Q.1 Which of the following ancient Tamil Kingdoms came to be

known from Sangam Literature?
TR W © !9 |1 I IHe 9161 S Hilecd | STHET STl 82

a) Chola 7~ RS
b) Chera -
¢) Pandya _~

/9(/ All of the above —




Q.2 Who was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’?

S HIVTHeRTS' TETeh o Th@eh i 97

/,a) liango Adigal D
/b) (Eeethalai Saathanaarj / /2

_A) Perudevanar ) <
_~d) Tiruttakedeva




Q.3 Who was the author of the book ‘Silappadikarma’?

/{@«m o TG hi A7
/a) ‘Ilango Adggg @ < =

/b) \Seethalai Saathanaar

/ c) Perudevanar
) Tiruttakedeva




}.4 Who was the author of the Jivaka Chintamani?
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/ a) Perudevanar

/15) Seethalai Saathanaar < e \>
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/ d) Tiango Adigal




Q.5 In Sangam Literature ‘Tolkappiyam’ is a text of
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/a) Tamil architecture

/b) Tamil grammar < N
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/ c¢) Tamil poetry
ﬂ) Tamil polity



