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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Beatific’.

1. revere

2. rapturous

3. beautiful

4. cursed
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Horde’.

1. hoar

2. coward

3. hoard

4. crowd
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Cannon’.

1. spike

2. mortar

3. shield

4. carom
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Truant’.

1. tried

2. absentee

3. presence

4. preceded
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Axiom’.

1. alter

2. dictum

3. Asian

4. avian
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Time for
ANTONYMS

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Sneaky’.

1. honest

2. sly

3. crafty

4. cunning
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Impregnable’.

1. unassailable

2. unbeatable

3. vulnerable

4. undefeatable
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Retreat’.

1. advance

2. withdraw

3. retire

4. draw
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Recede’.

1. diminish

2. lessen

3. decrease

4. intensify
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Facsimile’.

1. copy

2. reproduction

3. original

4. duplicate
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. Government of the people, 
by the people and for the people

(1) plutocracy 
(2) aristocracy
(3) autocracy 
(4) democracy
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Q12. A proficient public 
speaker

(1) curator 
(2) orator
(3) narrator 
(4) arbitrator
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Q13. Unfair advantages for 
members of one’s own family

(1) optimism 
(2) plagiarism
(3) nepotism 
(4) regionalism
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Q14. Fit to be eaten

(1) legible 
(2) credible
(3) audible 
(4) edible
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Q15. Always ready to attack or 
quarrel

(1) creative 
(2) impatient
(3) aggressive 
(4) malicious
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. I take exception to your
statement that I am bad
tempered.

(1) do not agree
(2) feel unhappy
(3) object
(4) feel angry
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Q17. The officer called for an
explanation from the cashier for
the shortage of cash.

(1) asked
(2) begged
(3) served a notice
(4) demanded
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Q18. The actress took cue from 
her brother and became 
successful.

(1) some help
(2) a hint
(3) some money
(4) learnt acting
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Q19. We wanted the gift to be a 
surprise for my mother, but my
sister gave the game away.

(1) lost the game
(2) gave out the secret
(3) gave away the gift
(4) withdrew from the plan
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Q20. Let us have a heart to heart
talk to solve this problem.

(1) good talk
(2) emotional talk
(3) frank talk
(4) loving talk
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Leaving the past behind
Afghanistan’s neighbours must help it protect the democratic 
gains of the last two decades

Two events in Central Asia last week, which India attended, saw 
Afghanistan’s neighbours seeking solutions to the conflict there. 
The first was a meeting in Dushanbe, of the Contact group on 
Afghanistan of SCO Foreign Ministers, and the second, a Central 
and South Asia connectivity conference in Tashkent. The meetings 
also took on a special salience due to their timing. Just days after 
the U.S. and NATO completed their pullout from the Bagram air 
base, and most other key locations, it is clear that the Taliban are 
making advances to return to power, by force if necessary. 
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Of particular concern are the Taliban’s attacks on border posts, 
particularly the border with Central Asian countries, and the Spin 
Boldak-Chaman border with Pakistan, which are for territorial 
control and to cut off crucial supply chains to the government in 
Kabul. At such a time for the SCO Ministers’ grouping that 
includes Russia and China, India and Pakistan, and four Central 
Asian countries to have issued a joint statement, albeit without 
naming the Taliban directly, that decried the violence by terrorist 
groups, was significant. At Tashkent, the host, Uzbek President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, also gave Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani 
the opportunity to confront Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 
for Pakistan’s failure to keep its promises on stopping the Taliban 
from crossing over and ensuring the Taliban conduct peace 
negotiations in earnest. 
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Despite Mr. Khan’s protests, the message is that the region, and 
global players, will not support the Taliban to enforce its brutal 
regime in Afghanistan through violent means. For India and the 
Central Asian States, the worries are about the violence at the 
frontiers and the resultant refugee influx, extremism, and 
support to transnational groups such as al Qaeda, LeT, JeM, ETIM 
and IMU, as it happened earlier under Taliban rule.
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1) seeking(verb)
–looking for

2) conflict (noun) 
-dispute

3) salience (verb)
– prominent, remarkable, and striking

4) pullout (verb)
– withdraw
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5) advances (noun)
-move along/ gain ground

6) concern (noun)
–anxiety/ worry/ responsibility

7) cut off (adj)
–discontinue/ break off

8) crucial (adj)
– pivotal/critical/key
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9) albeit  (conj)
– although/ even-if

10) decried (verb)
– denounce/ condemn/ criticize

11) confront (verb)
– challenge/ square up to/ oppose

12) conduct (noun)
– behavior/ management
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13) brutal (verb)
–savage/ cruel

14) regime (noun) 
-government/ authorities

15) frontiers (noun)
–border/ boundary/ partition

16) refugee (noun)
– escapee/ runaway
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1. EXPEDITE (VERB): (जल्दी करना): speed up
2. RELENTLESS (ADJECTIVE): (सतत): persistent
3. INCITE (VERB): (उते्तजजत करना): stir up
4. DISPENSE (VERB): (छोड़ देना): waive
5. CUTTING-EDGE (ADJECTIVE): (उन्नत): advanced
6. AGITATION (NOUN): (व्याकुलता): anxiety
7. IMPROBABLE (ADJECTIVE): (अप्रत्याशित): inauthentic
8. DREAD (NOUN): (भय): fear
9. AGGRIEVED (ADJECTIVE): (क्रोधित): resentful
10. SHAMBLE (VERB): (फेर-बदल करना): shuffle
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SPECIAL CLASS
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