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Magadha Empire
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* According to historical evidences, Magadha

was ruled by a total of 7 dynasties:
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* After the end of the Maurya Empire, the political unity of
Magadha began to break apart. Many foreign invaders attacked
the North Western Ghats of India and started establishing
separate kingdoms at many places. In South India also many
feudatories declared their independent state. In this way the

entire Magadha Empire which was earlier was scattered.
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The founder of Shunga dynasty was Pushyamitra Shunga. He
was the commander of Brihadratha, the last ruler of the Maurya
Empire. He killed Brihadratha and after that established the
Sunga dynasty in place of the Maurya dynasty. This 1s the first
Brahmin dynasty which administered Magadha for the first time.



TSI H 9171/ Pushyamitra Shunga

% - 38 3T Tt ferfesm (MP) b S |
. e * It made its capital Vidisha (MP).
N

o ~Slg Tl H THIHA 37T sh! silg STel shal STl @ Flish 38 319
SMTEeRTST § SEd ¥ i1, SI1 ohl T8 ShLara o7 |

M —— e

Shunga

dynasty ® In Buddhist texts Pushyamitra Shunga is called a Buddhist
anti-Buddhist because he destroyed many Buddhist stupas

during his reign.
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Historians believe that Pushyamitra Shunga understood the
greatness of Buddhism 1n the last days of his life and he later
rebuilt many stupas. Out of which the Bharhut Stupa of Madhya
Pradesh was also rebuilt by Pushyamitra Shunga, which was earlier
made of wood, he got it made of stone.
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Pushyamitra Shunga performed two Ashwamelea)Yagyas, whose

priest was Patanjali.
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Dﬁring this time the Buddhist book Jataka Granth was composed,

Patanjali wrote Mahabhashya, Panini wrote Ashtadhyayi and Manu
wrote Manusmriti.
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There were two Yavana (foreign) invasions during this time.
Pushyamitra Shunga was victorious in both the Yavana invasions.
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The first attack was led by Demetrius, the second attack was led by
Minander (Milind).
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®* Minander learned Buddhism from the Buddhist monk Nagasena
and he converted to Buddhism.
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® Pushyamitra Shunga also fought with the Kalinga king Kharavela
but Kharavela defeated it.
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* After the death of Pushyamitra, his son Agnimitra succeeded him.
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* Kalidasa's work Malavikagnimitram discusses the love affair
of King Agnimitra of Vidisha and Malavika, the princess of
Malavadesh.
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* The last ruler of this dynasty was Devabhuti, who was
murdered by his minister Vasudev and established the

Kanva dynasty.
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®* The last ruler of the Kanva dynasty was Susharma, who

was assassinated by his minister Simuk and after that the
Satavahana dynasty was established.

® Initially this dynasty was in the area of Maharashtra, but
the Shaka kings forced them to leave Maharashtra and The
Satavahana dynasty had to migrate to Andhra Pradesh, due

to which they are also called Andhra Satavahanas.
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® The capital of the Satavahanas was the Pratisthan of
Maharashtra.

* After the death of Simuk, his younger brother Krishna
/ Kanha became the ruler and after Kanha his son

Shatakarni became the first ruler.
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®* He was the first important ruler of the Satavahana
dynasty.
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* The Nanaghat inscription of Nagnika, wife of

Shatkarni I, 1s found, in which the achievements of
Shatkarni I have been told.
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* In the Nanaghat inscription itself, Shatkarni I has been

described as a great conqueror and a great ruler. It is
mentioned in the Nanaghat inscription that Shatakarni
started donating land to Brahmins in place of currency on
the occasion of Yagya and this is the evidence of the first

record of land donation.
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Dynasty * Hal was the greatest ruler in the Satavahana dynasty.

He was a great poet and patron of poets and scholars.
Hall had composed a poem called 'Gathasaptasati'. Its
language 1s 'Prakrit’.
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®* The next important ruler of the Satavahana dynasty

was Gautamiputra Satakarni. During this time
Nahapana, the Shaka ruler Nashik attacked it but

Gautamiputra Shatakarni defeated him.
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®* Yagya Sr1 Shatakarni was the last important king of the

Satavahana dynasty. He recaptured the area conquered by the
Shakas.

®* Yagyasree Shatkarni was a lover of business and sailing.

There are pictures of ships on his coins, which shows his

voyage and trade.
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9 His coins have been received from Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.

* After the death of Yajnasree, the Satavahana empire was
divided, mainly due to rebellion and the weakness of the central
government.

®* Coins of silver, copper, poteen and lead were 1ssued by the

rulers of the Satavahana dynasty.
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Foreign Invasions in the Post-Mauryan period
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* After the decline of the Maurya period, Magadha was divided

into small pieces and there was no qualified ruler. Due to which

foreign invaders attacked India.
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® There were 4 foreign invasions on India during the Post-Mauryan

period, which are as follows:
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/?éiﬁ /Indo Greek
Saka dynasty

UgAd 99T /Pahlava dynasty

@/Knshan dynasty
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* After the Greeks, the Shakas of Central Asia attacked India.
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* The Shaka kings were called Kshatrapas.
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® This India came to India and settled in 5 places.
Shak Invasion _A. YR /Kandahar

/. qITSTAT /Takshshilf ~ 5
. "YU /Mathura \%
% Ssei /Ujjain

/5. {4 /Nashik
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* In 57 BC a local king of Ujjain defeated the Shaka ruler
of Mathura and assumed the title Vikramaditya.

To commemorate this he started the calendar named
Vikram Samvat in 57 BC.
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The most famous ruler of this branch was Nahapana.
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®* Nahapana had snatched a large part of Maharashtra from the

Satavahanas. But 1t was defeated by the Satavahana ruler
Gautamiputra Satakarni, the evidence of which we have come to

know from the coins found from "Jogalthambi" of Nasik.
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® The most illustrious Shaka ruler was Rudradaman of Ujjain.
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®* The description of the achievements of Rudradaman has been found
from the Junagadh inscription of Gujarat, which is the first inscription
written 1n Sanskrit language. From this inscription we have come to
know that Sudarshan Lake in Saurashtra, Gujarat was built by
Chandragupta Maurya, which was rebuilt by Rudradaman.
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®* The last ruler of this dynasty was Rudra Singh III
who was defeated by the Gupta ruler Chandragupta II
and assumed the title of Vikramaditya.
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* The Kushans belonged to the Yuchi Race of western China
Kushan in Central Asia. Around 165 BC After being expelled from
dynasty West China, one of their branches went to Afghanistan

(Bactria), while the other branch came to Tibet. This second
branch attacked India.
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® The founder of the Kushan dynasty was Kujul Cadphisus.
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* After this, Vim Cadphisus became the next ruler, it is

considered the real founder of the Kushan dynasty. It invaded
Gandhara, Punjab and Mathura regions of India and took it
under its control.
N gy Nga'l o SN < =
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®* It believed in Shaivism. It had inscribed the words Shiva,

Nandiv Trishul on one side and Maheshwara on the other

side 1n copper currency.
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Kanishka was the most famous Kushan ruler.

Kanishka got his coronation done in 78 AD,
on this occasion the Shaka era started by
Kanishka.

Kanishka's  capital was  Purushapur

(Peshawar).
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SHT0T ST :
Kushan Dynasty — Kanishka
(78 — 102 A.D.)

At the time of Kanishka, the fourth Buddhist
council was held in Kundalavan, Kashmir.
During this time Buddhism was divided into
Hinayana and Mahayana branches. Kanishka

was a follower of the Mahayana branch of
Buddhism.
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® Mathura art and Gandhara art were born

during the time of Kanishka.

®* The purest gold coins were 1ssued during
the reign of Kanishka as gold mines were
discovered near the Hindukush Mountains

at that time.
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Scholars 1n  the
Court of Kanishka
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The scholars in his court included Parsva, Ashvaghosha,

Vasumitra, Nagarjuna, Charaka.
ik ST {[STohiol STAENY T, SFET 7 " ' foTE|

Kanishka's Court poet was Ashvaghosha, Ashvaghosha wrote
"Buddhacharita".
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Nagarjuna was a Buddhist Acharya, he propounded the

“Nihilism Philosophy", he 1s also called Einstein of India.
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®* Charak was an Ayurvedacharya who wrote a medical
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treatise named Charaka Samhita.
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* It connected China's silk trade with Europe, Iran and Central Asia..
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Kushan * The southern part of this route passed through the Indian Ocean and
the northern route passed through Kashmir and Hindukush
dynasty/ ,
mountains.
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e Kanishka had taken control of the silk route and Kanishka used to

collect taxes on the trade on the silk route, which was the biggest

source of his economy.



Ancient
Silk Route

Indian Ocean




HNTOT ST
Kushan
dynasty/
LW HE
(S1lk route )

(@ (e

ik %! Hcg oh STQ IHeh STATHRT AT &l o S
N\

$Hch BIC-BIC HTHA AT B T 39 I3 oh TdH ITEh o

& § I shi <l HeTd! & T 53T oh EHAT o STAT Sefeht
TTH IT shT TATOHT L ]

After the death of Kanishka, his successors were not
eligible, due to which its small feudatories started
separating, there 1s a discussion of Vasudeva as the last
ruler of this dynasty, the feudatories of this dynasty later
established the Gupta dynasty.
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Q.1 TR TS aht TSTET el oft?
Where was the capital of the Satavahana kingdom?

(Qi/M s TS /Aurangabad
—B. ZSI'&PBF[ /Pratis@
_—C. HYU /Mathura
___ D. SHH IR /None of these
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/ Which dynasty ruled India after the Shunga dynasty?

/ A "1ddTgd/ Satvahana
/ B. @"GlTUT/Kushan

/Q(%:Ua/ Kan\D

AN
~ D. ¥ /Gupta




Q.3 STTTRIT fordeh! To T % ?

//

Whose composition is Ashtadhyayf?

/ JAN L
\/A qdsticl /Patanjali
—TRARAHAH
/B. deHIGIH /Tu151das
/(f. IF[/Manu’—BD ‘“"3(2’,’('
/DQ:{Tfﬁlﬁ /Panini [E(,,




Q.4 IT=H ST H ShiciT ol HE YT ahi- T 2

/s Who was the great ruler of Kalinga in ancient times?

MGARTIG

A TSR /Ajatshatru

N\ C

B. IdrdHI{ /Bindusara ama O

/C @'@Ff /Kharavel )

_D. AL IS /Mayur Sherman




Q.5 IR WA T WS AITRLUT TciSTict ToheehT FHehTe I T2

The great grammarian of ancient India was a contemporary of Patanjali?

%
A. ik /Kanishk
N7

B. T4/ Chandragupta
C. TﬁWWUﬁ /Gautamiputra satakarni
Q@'&H ‘Q'I'E)/Pushyamltra Shung




Q.6 TRTAT TGS hal [Ed T 2
Where was Takshashila University located?

/A. Min Pakistan

/B. A ¥ /in India
__~C. ST 4/ in Bangladesh

/D. ST H /in Burma
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Who introduced gold coins regularly and completely in India?

A ACm'"qTUT /Kushan )

—-d |or¢e4-1 /Indo-Bactrian

/ . 9T /Shaka

_~D. T8 /Gupta
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®* In India, gold coins were introduced by the Indo-
Bactrian kings, but the credit of running them regularly

and completely 1s given to the Kushanas.
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Who among the following was the contemporary of Kanishka?

\
=

A W SITUTE, 37T /Kamban, Banabhatta, Ashvaghosha
/ :IIJIIEi:l 3T%T€ﬁﬁf G'Hﬁ?/]}{agarjuna, Asvaghosha, Vasumitra
S C. 31y : ohllcflle, ElTUT‘JZI'g' /Ashvaghosha, Kalidasa, Banabhatta

-D. ohII(Eflle, hald, EI'{\:ID'&I?[ /Kalidas, Kamban, Vasumitra



Q.9 TEF Fferfiard # & ferereht g AT @ 2

urushpur 1s another name of which of the following?

/ A. YZAT /Patna

/ B. Hldfzd‘jgl /Patliputra
W

/C( UITTSR /Peshawar
TN— .
/f). YT /Panjab




Q.10 3Tk Ha T IRH TR HHTE 3 ATEFRIA H 78 So | I AT ?

The Shaka Samvat started from 78 AD during the reign of which emperor?

.,
\/A. 379N/ Ashoka
/B. ik /Kanishk

/€. &Y /Harsh

/D. HYSTTH /Samudragupta




