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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Divest’.

1. invest

2. clothe

3. deprive

4. take
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Shackles’.

a) miracle

b) fetter

c) perishes

d) pinnacle
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Plight’.

a) fight

b) predicament

c) benefit

d) solution
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Relegate’.

a) deny

b) consign

c) assume

d) hold
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Concession’.

a) protest

b) acknowledgement

c) refusal

d) denial
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Zenith’.

a) bottom

b) apex

c) crown

d) culmination
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Valour’.

a) cowardice

b) fear

c) meekness

d) courage
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Stride’.

a) stalk

b) march

c) parade

d) ramble
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Awkward’.

a) amateurish

b) gawky

c) elegant

d) rude
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Constraint’.

a) restraint

b) permission

c) pressure

d) duress
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. Animals that live in a 
particular region

(1) fauna 
(2) wildlife
(3) native 
(4) beast
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Q12. Send or bring somebody 
back to his own country

(1) asylum 
(2) refuge
(3) repatriate 
(4) emigrate
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Q13. More like a woman than 
a man in manners and habits

(1) unmanly 
(2) effeminate
(3) womanish 
(4) delicate
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Q14. Handwriting which is 
difficult or impossible to read

(1) unintelligible 
(2) eligible
(3) illegible 
(4) illogical
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Q15. To play the part of, and 
function as, some other 
person

(1) imitate 
(2) pretend
(3) impersonate 
(4) act
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. The man changed colours 
when I questioned him on the
allocation of funds.

(1) got numbed
(2) turned happy
(3) got motivated
(4) turned pale
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Q17. We cannot depend on him 
for this assignment as it needs
careful handling and he is like
a bull in a China shop.

(1) a clumsy person
(2) a tactful person
(3) a nonsense person
(4) a felicitous person
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Q18. He made a few statements, 
but all were wide off the mark.

(1) irrelevant
(2) crucial
(3) important
(4) unreasonable
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Q19. The prices are going up by 
leaps and bounds.

(1) gradually
(2) irregularly
(3) rapidly
(4) systematically
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Q20. I did not give in to his 
request.

(1) approve 
(2) like
(3) permit 
(4) yield
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A marvel in black basalt
The only temple to be named after its architect, the 800-year-old 
Ramappa Temple gets the World Heritage tag

At the base of a lush green hillock, a channel of water gurgles as it 
flows out of a reservoir, an 8th century engineering marvel deep in 
the heart of Telangana. Young men jump into the channel to cool 
themselves in the hot afternoon. It is the water from the Ramappa
lake that made the black soil of the Deccan plateau fertile, resulting 
in the prosperity of the region. It still flows down the valley 
between paddy fields and tall banyan trees. As I walk along the 
channel that skirts the western entrance of the Ramappa temple, 
its white dome comes into view.
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Inscribed recently as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, the 
temple in Palampet, once defaced by vandals and trophy hunters 
(a 20th century photograph shows the dome covered in 
vegetation), is enjoying its spotlight in the sun nearly 807 years 
after it was built.

Medieval skills

The UNESCO tag is a new lease of life to this exquisite proof of 
medieval architecture and skill. Outside the temple is an 
inscription in Telugu that describes Racherla Senapati Rudrayya, 
a general of the Kakatiya rulers of Warangal, who commissioned 
the lake and the temple, which took 40 years for completion in 
the 13th century. The Kakatiyas, after breaking free from 
Chalukyan overlordship, ruled much of central India, right up to 
the eastern seaboard, between the 12th and 14th centuries.
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1) basalt (noun)
a type of dark rock that comes from volcanoes

2) lush (adj) –
ambrosial, green, epicurean, verdant, grassy, posh, rich

3) hillock (noun)
–eminence, elevation, rise, knoll, hump, barrow

4) gurgles (verb)
– babble, tinkle, bubble, trickle, splash
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5) in the heart of (phrase)
-integral, essential, foremost, compelling

6) prosperity  (noun)
–wealth, success, profitability, affluence, riches

7) dome (noun)
Vault, rotunda, arched roof, arched ceiling, mound, 
hemisphere

8) Inscribed (adj)
-carve, write, engrave, etch, chisel
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9) defaced (verb)
– vandalize, disfigure, mar, spoil, ruin, deform

10) vandals (adj)
– hooligan, thug, lout, delinquent, ruffian

11) vegetation (noun) 
– plants, plant life, flora, greenery, foliage, herbage, 
verdure

12) lease (adjective) 
-rental agreement, hire agreement, charter, contract
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13) exquisite (adjective) 
- beautiful, lovely, elegant, graceful , magnificent

14) inscription (adjective) 
- engraving, wording, writing, lettering, legend

15) breaking free (noun) 
-get out, break one's bonds, break out, escape, 
leave and get loose.

16) Seaboard (verb) 
- seacoast, seashore, seaside.
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