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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS
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Which of these
is the

SYNONYM ?
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Adage’.

1. adieu

2. away

3. saying

4. array
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Contour’.

1. outline

2. contain

3. outdo

4. occur
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Acuity’.

1. sharpness

2. acquired

3. slowness

4. steadiness
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Variance’.

1. oratory

2. alliance

3. difference

4. wired
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Womanish’.

1. effeminate

2. effort

3. manly

4. macho
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Which of these
is the

ANTONYM ?
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Q6. Choose the antonym

of ‘Pernicious’.

1. harmful

2. damaging

3. destructive

4. beneficial
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Q7. Choose the antonym

of ‘Meticulous’.

1. careful

2. careless

3. conscientious

4. diligent
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Q8. Choose the antonym

of ‘Reconcile’.

1. estrange

2. appease

3. placate

4. propitiate
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Q9. Choose the antonym

of ‘Wither’.

1. wilt

2. thrive

3. droop

4. fade
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Rapt’.

1. fascinated

2. uninterested

3. enthralled

4. spellbound
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How to define 
this in

ONE WORD?
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Q11. That which is without 
opposition

(1) unaware 
(2) verdict
(3) unanimous 
(4) spontaneous
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Q12. Strong dislike between 
two persons

(1) aversion 
(2) antipathy
(3) apathy 
(4) despair
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Q13. Place where wine is 
made

(1) bakery 
(2) cloakroom
(3) tannery 
(4) brewery
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Q14. A paper written by 
hand

(1) handicraft 
(2) handiwork
(3) manuscript 
(4) thesis
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Q15. The art of preserving 
skin of animals, birds and fish

(1) taxonomy 
(2) taxidermy
(3) topology 
(4) seismology
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What does 
this IDIOM mean?
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Q16. He works in fits and starts.

(1) consistently
(2) irregularly
(3) in high spirits
(4) enthusiastically
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Q17. build castles in the air

(1) waste time
(2) daydream
(3) build houses
(4) work hard
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Q18. sought after

(1) highly paid
(2) pursued by
(3) in great demand
(4) with great talent
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Q19. all at sea

(1) very proud 
(2) overjoyed
(3) puzzled 
(4) excited
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Q20. to hit below the belt

(1) to punish
(2) to tie with a belt
(3) to hit with a belt
(4) to attack unfairly
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1) catalyst (noun)
उते्प्ररक–activator/ driver/ executor

2) command centre (noun)
मुख्यालय-a central place for carrying out orders and 
for supervising tasks/ headquarters

3) vital (adj)
महत्वपूर्ण– important

4) Seldom (adverb)
कभी कभी– rarely
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5) oversee (verb)
निरीक्षर् करिा– manage/ superintend/supervise

6) redeem(verb)
चुकािा–pay off

7) dominant (adj)
प्रबल–presiding / ruling/ governing

8) edible (adj)
खािे योग्य– comestible
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9) formidable (adj)
घोर– alarming/ frightening/ terrifying

10) evolving (adj)
उनिकासी– developing/ progressing

11) avenues(noun)
मार्ण– line/ path/ direction/ route

12) untapped (adj)
अप्रयुक्त– introductory, inaugural
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13) regime (noun)
शासि–authorities/ government.

14) colonial (adj)
उपनिवेशक–associational/ sociable

15) liberalisation (noun)
उदारीकरर्–relaxation

16) innovate (verb)
िव पररवर्णि लािा– introduce/ originate
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17) sanctity(noun)
पनवत्रर्ा– holiness/ saintliness

18) marshal (verb)
सजािा– gather/ assemble/ collect

19) diffused (adj)
प्रचाररर्- spread

20) alleviation (verb)
आराम- easement/ easing/relief
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Cooperative spirit
The new Ministry should seek to be a catalyst, and not 

the command centre, of the sector

Alongside the state and the market, cooperatives play a vital 

role in the country’s development but are seldom the focus of 

policy planning. The creation of a new Union Ministry to 

oversee the cooperatives sector will redeem it from 

negligence, according to the Government. Critics fear that this 

Ministry is purposed to concentrate even more powers in the 

hands of the Centre. Cooperatives are dominant in 

agriculture, credit and marketing, but not limited to those. 
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Some are big — IFFCO has around a third of the market 

share in fertilizers. In milk, cotton, handlooms, housing, 

edible oils, sugar and fisheries, they are formidable. As 

market conditions are evolving, cooperatives in States such 

as Kerala have got into complex operations: running IT 

parks and medical colleges. More avenues for expansion, 

such as insurance, remain untapped and the regulatory 

regime must evolve in step. The legal architecture of the 

sector began evolving since 1904 under colonial rule, and 

in 2002, the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act was 

passed, taking into account the challenges arising out of 

liberalisation. Considering the fact that cooperatives fall in 

the State list of the Constitution, the Centre will have to 

innovate to provide legal sanctity for the new Ministry. A 

separate Ministry can marshal the diffused capacity of the 

sector.
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