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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Procure’.

a) pertain

b) prevail

c) obtain

d) perturb

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Waiver’.

a) mild

b) renunciation

c) indulgent

d) moderate
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Culmination’.

a) beginning

b) climax

c) commencement

d) opening
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Imperceptible’.

a) apparent

b) conspicuous

c) distinct

d) unnoticeable
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Maestro’.

a) apprentice

b) novice

c) adept

d) layman
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Regime’.

a) government

b) authorities

c) reign

d) indulgence
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Destitute’.

a) wealthy

b) bootstrap,

c) load,

d) reboot
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Prolong’.

a) lengthen

b) shorten

c) extend

d) lasting
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Unleashed’.

a) release,

b) free,

c) loose

d) restrain
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Bereave’.

a) Provide

b) Deprive

c) Keep

d) Retain
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. A person who is greatly 
respected because of wisdom

(1) veracious 
(2) vulnerable
(3) venerable 
(4) verger
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Q12. An excessively morbid 
desire to steal

(1) stealomania
(2) kleptomania
(3) cleftomania
(4) keptomania
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Q13. Prohibited by law or 
treaty from being imported or 
exported

(1) contraband 
(2) smuggled
(3) counterfeit 
(4) forged
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Q14. Intentional destruction 
of racial groups

(1) regicide 
(2) genocide
(3) homicide 
(4) fratricide
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Q15. A person in a vehicle or 
on horseback escorting 
another vehicle

(1) navigator 
(2) escort
(3) outrider 
(4) security
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Time for
IDIOMS

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q16. A person with a long 
experience of any occupation
(1) veteran
(2) genius
(3) seasoned
(4) ambidexterous
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Q17. Words written on a tomb

(1) epithet 
(2) epigraph
(3) Soliloquy 
(4) epitaph
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Q18. Stealthily done
(1) devious
(2) nefarious
(3) surreptitious
(4) villainous
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Q19. Something no longer in use

(1) desolate 
(2) absolute
(3) obsolete 
(4) primitive
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Q20. One not concerned with 
right or wrong

(1) moral 
(2) amoral
(3) immoral 
(4) immortal
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Undermining justice
The Government must explain the unusual delay in filling up 
vacancies in courts, tribunals

It was only a matter of time before the controversy over the Union 
government delaying judicial appointments hit the headlines again. 
In recent days, the Supreme Court has voiced concern over the 
Government’s lackadaisical attitude towards the large number of 
vacancies in High Courts and tribunals. Chief Justice of India N.V. 
Ramana confronted the Government with a list of 240 vacancies in 
various tribunals. He asked rather bluntly whether there was a plan 
to close down some tribunals. Many tribunals lack presiding
officers, and recommendations made by selection committees have 
not been acted upon. 
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The vacancies in High Courts are at a staggering 455, as on 
August 1. It appears that exhortations from the courts, and even 
a judicial order from the top court in April — fixing time-frames 
for the Intelligence Bureau and the Government to process 
names forwarded by the Collegium for making appointments to 
the High Courts or returning files and for accepting names 
reiterated by the judges’ body — has not imparted a sense of 
urgency. A two-judge Bench has noted that the Centre’s delay in 
making appointments to the High Courts is adversely affecting 
the adjudication of commercial disputes.
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More than five years after the Paris Agreement will be 
concluded, there is no consensus on raising ambition to reduce 
emissions, making access to low carbon technologies easier, and 
adequately funding mitigation and adaptation. COVID-19 had the 
unexpected effect of marginally and temporarily depressing 
emissions. The IPCC’s analysis presents scenarios of large-scale 
collapse of climate systems that future leaders would find 
virtually impossible to manage. Heatwaves and heavy rainfall 
events experienced with increasing frequency and intensity are 
just two of these, while disruptions to the global water cycle 
pose the more unpredictable threat. 
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Also, if emissions continue to rise, oceans and land, two 
important sinks and the latter a key part of India’s climate action 
plan, would be greatly weakened in their ability to absorb 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. The new report sets the stage for 
the CoP26 conference on November. The only one course to 
adopt there is for developed countries with legacy emissions to 
effect deep cuts, transfer technology without strings to emerging 
economies and heavily fund mitigation and adaptation. 
Developing nations should then have no hesitation in committing 
themselves to steeper emissions cuts.
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If specialisation, domain expertise and relatively quicker 
adjudication are the reasons for which certain kinds of disputes 
are being resolved through tribunals, these purposes are lost if 
these bodies are rendered nearly dysfunctional through a large 
number of vacancies. To compound the problem, the Union 
government has been inexplicably reluctant to create a national 
body for overseeing the work related to the appointment of 
members on tribunals as well as the appraisal of their 
functioning. As far as higher judiciary appointments are 
concerned, there is little to enlighten the public on what is 
causing the delay. Whether it is a dispute over the undoubtedly 
problematic memorandum of procedure, or the desire of the 
executive to subject the Collegium recommendations to its own 
political scrutiny is not clear. In any case, the delay is causing 
great harm to India’s justice delivery system.
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The judiciary’s concern over the vacancies in the tribunals is 
quite justified, as the jurisdiction previously exercised by High 
Courts is now being exercised by the tribunals, and the failure to 
adjudicate or dispose of disputes in these fields would amount to 
denial of justice to the parties. The present regime’s eagerness to 
undermine the independent functioning of tribunals is quite 
apparent. It has been repeatedly framing rules that seek to 
provide for greater executive control over the tenure, 
emoluments and conditions of service of those manning the 
tribunals. 
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1) Undermining (verb)
–erode, wear away, sabotage, chip away, undercut

2) Voiced (verb) –
Communicate, declare, state, set forth

3) lackadaisical (adj)
–careless, lazy, lax, unenthusiastic, half-hearted

4) confronted (verb)
– oppose, resist, defy, beard, tackle, attack
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5) Bluntly (adverb)
-openly, directly, abruptly, bluffly, brusquely

6) close down   (phrasal verb)
–close, shut down, fail, collapse

7) presiding (verb)
-conduct, lead, guide, moderate

8) acted upon (phrasal verb)
-influence, effect, have influence upon.
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9) staggering (verb)
– astonish, amaze, nonplus, startle, astound, surprise

10) exhortations (noun)
– urging, encouragement, persuasion, pressure

11) Collegium  (noun) 
– a group in which each member has approximately 
equal power and authority

12) reiterated (verb) 
-say something again or a number of times, typically 
for emphasis or clarity.
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13) imparted (verb) 
- communicate, pass on, convey, transmit, relay

14) adjudication (noun) 
- arbitration, refereeing, umpiring, judging

15) disputes (noun) 
-discourse, disputation, argument, controversy
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