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® Chandragupta Maurya established the Maurya Empire in
” l A Magadha by defeating Dhanananda, the last ruler of the

(Mauryan Empire) Nanda dynasty.
* TN a3 o IR H AR FfaiRad &t & fierdt 2 |

* Information about the Maurya dynasty comes from the

following sources:



/%Wﬁ?m" o MG/ Ashoka's

Inscriptions

ST AT@/ Junagadh

Inscription

ﬂﬁIII&ﬂ:f/ Mudrarakshasa |%&am 3@/ Rudradaman

i

Inscription

S F Sl T7/ Jain and
Buddhist texts
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Chandragupta .
Maurya

(323 7298 B.C)
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Chandragupta Maurya was the first ruler and founder of the Maurya
dynasty. In 322 BC, he became the king of Magadha by defeating
the ruler of Nanda dynasty, Dhananand. Chandragupta made
Chanakya his prime minister and Chanakya i1s also known as
Kautilya and Vishnugupta. After defeating Dhanananda,
Chandragupta Maurya married Dhananand's daughter Durdhara.
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®* Names given to Chandragupta by Greek writers :

¢ o o\ HEN —
qrg:\‘\g o ]ﬁé/ (A 2 leohldﬂ / Plutarch :- Androcotes
Chandragupta Tvlﬁ-?_rf ﬁ@%‘ﬁ?{?/ Justin :- Sandrocotts
Maurya 17193 ) %ﬁmsﬁaﬁw IE ST {oh I8 H =(5Td

MR | \

®* In 1793, Sir William Jones was the first to tell that this

(323 - 298 B.C.)

name belonged to Chandragupta Maurya.
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® Seleucus Nicator invad;:d Magadha in 305 BC, but s defeated by

Chandragupta Maurya and married his daughter Cornelia (Helena).

* g hl WAl b HTAR YoIohd fHehet 7 TR Tid e, HHT, &d ﬁtw
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* According to the terms of the war, Seleucus Nicator gave the four provinces

of Kabul, Kandahar, Herat and Makran to Chandragupta Maurya.
o <iE 3 oft 500 ®

® Chandragupta Maurya also presented 500 elephants to Seleucus Nicator.



® Seleucus Nicator sent his ambassador Megasthenes to the court of
Chandragupta Maurya.
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* Information about the Maurya dynasty 1s found in Megasthenes'

book Indica. @
Y I TT% EEITE | STHTIerd BToht SIS =L S & STOT foram ST sheffesh
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* Influenced by the Jain guru Bhadrabahu, Chandragupta Maurya

adopted Jamism and died m 298 BC at Shravanabelagola in
Karnataka by the method of Salenkhana.
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O\e Bmdusara became the successor of Chandragupta Maurya His

mother's name was Durdhara.

N e \/9,7313{1|< ! JTHETT i ShEd & SAHSETT sl 37 & “IESAT Al AT
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(298 —273 B.C.) e Bindusara is also called Amitraghata. Amitraghata means
/ .
L "destroyer of enemie¢
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®* Antiochus, the ruler of Syria, sent his ambassador

Deimachus to the court of Bindusara.



I(ElrgH [/Bindusara
(298 — 273 B.C.)
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Bindusara had demanded figs, sweet wine and Greek

philosopher from the king of Syria.
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Antiochus sent two things sweet wine and figs but

rejected the demand of the Greek philosopher. He said
that according to Greek laws, philosophers are not
bought and sold.
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Bindusara was a follower of Ajivak Sg%
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Bindusara 1 GeT o [oTT HSTT | 3Tk o 1S BT ShAclT Yoieh (518 ohl il T |
(298 — 273 B.C.) * At the time of Bindusara, there was a rebellion m, at that

time the prince of Taxila was Bindusara's eldest son Sushim. When
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he failed to suppress the rebellion, Bindusara sent his younger son
Ashoka, who was then the governor of Avanti, to suppress the

rebellion. Ashoka ruthlessly suppressed the rebellion.
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* After the death of Bindusara, Ashoka ascended the throne of
Magadha.
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Ashoka
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o rAccord};;g to B;ddhist texts, Ashoka killed 99 of his brothers to
become the king. %
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® Ashoka was coronated in 269 BC.

® Ashoka was born 1n Pataliputra in 304 B.C.
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e Ashoka attacked Kalinga in 261 BC after the 8th year of the

coronation and conquered Kalinga, but Ashoka's heart

39T /Ashoka
(269 — 232 B.C))

changed after seeing the horrific massacre in Kalinga.

e < o i ¥ g ot o e sl s e o fre
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* After this Ashoka adopted Buddhism and Buddhism was
taught to Ashoka by 'Upagupta’.







3791k /Ashoka
(269 — 232 B.C))
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® Ashoka's Buddhism was This personal religion. He

never declared Buddhism as the state religion.

| ¢ . A
3Nk A ol 5 o AR % U AU o HRg Td o
GETTHAT Rl 2fteiohT WSIT o7 |

®* Ashoka sent his son Mahendra and daughter

Sanghamitra to Sri1 Lanka to propagate Buddhism.

Wﬁaﬁwm%&hﬁ%%@wﬁwaﬁ
TRt & =T THISA T 0T e o |

® Ashoka had built four caves in the Barabar hills in

—

Gaya for the people of the Ajivaka sect.
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L ML *® Ashoka was the first ruler of India who took his messages to

the public through inscriptions. The language of Ashoka's

%QII% TR hT IAT UHT Ik AT IS8 Wﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ@

inscriptions was Prakrit, which was written in 4 scripts.
fordt eTd @ e 3T fordY STt oft |

* Kharoshti script was written from right to left.

3R b TG hl g hl US| HherdT 1837 So H Sty ooy
= Ty | =

®* The first success of reading Ashoka's inscription was 1n 1837

AD by James Prinsep.
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e Ashoka has written his name Devanama Priyadarshi (Choice of

the Gods) 1n most of his 1nscr1pt10ns

Wmaﬁm Y o e s
<SRN T e T SR fo geTT 3

®* In the Gurjara of Madhya Pradesh and the Maski, Nedar and
Udegolan inscriptions of Karnataka, Ashoka's name 1s clearly

% written as Ashoka.
° S h mg\eﬂﬁ@@ﬁ 330k 4 CE T T T GUTE Jd1T 2

®* In the Bhabru inscription of Rajasthan, 'Ashoka has described
himself as the emperor of Magadha.
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®* The code of law that Ashoka made to teach morality to
the people 1s called Dhamma.
3AIMeh T GV LI YT AT T, 3TNk 3 hal © foh
fh 3O HTCAT-UaT =l AT A, Sfch SITerr qei fyefen
AT i, AMh-STH qUT Tkl o Jid 3CR &, Ah

AT 3R-ASH-21 il g T =y

®* Ashoka's Dhamma was based on self-control, Ashoka has

said that one should obey one's parents, one should
respect Brahmins and bhikkchus, one should be generous

to servants, one should comply “live-and-to live”
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® In this, emphasis has been given on non-violence
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and animal sacrifice has been condemned. \//

‘/ 5 a1 RIeE (5th 1nscription) :- 3 g HH
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* In this there is a discussion of an officer named ..

Dhamma Mahamatra, who looks after the religious
life.



* 8 T fITaTeI@ (8" inscription):- $HH 33Nk b &H
ITAT hl =T ©, ST ek TSI & 8 9 98 & IFT

gl Bl D

N N ¢
JHRIeh <h tlgld?l
f‘\l -;\ ) ® It discusses the Dhamma Yatra of Ashoka, which

starts from the 8th year of its coronation.

ésloéaﬁ:-waﬁwwﬁﬁméazoéaﬁ

Ashoka's 14

Inscriptions

SRl

O

* 10" year of coronition :- Gaya & 20" year of

coronation :- Lumbani
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Ashoka's 14

Inscriptions
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12" inscription: In this there is a discussion of an
officer named Strimahamatra to improve the condition
of women. It has been wished for "there should be an
increase 1n harmony in between the people of all sects"
and the measures to be followed for religious tolerance

have been told.



13 97 3T (13th inscription) :- 39U hicAT G ! == gl

® In this there 1s discussion of Kalinga war.

3T o Tal

IRl / qUgH, HiAYd U6 SheTqd Hid dareauii(Hicierr) i Tt
Ashoka's 14 foyerdt 21 N @

Inscriptions ® In the 2nd and 13th inscriptions of Asheka, information 1s

@; 3N o AL AR 13 o R ¥ W TSI 90, o,

found about Tamraparni (Sr1 Lanka) including the
Sangam kingdoms Chola, Chera, Pandya, Sattiyaputta and
Keralaputta.
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Social System
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®* Megasthenes divided the Mauryan Society into 7 classes:

(1) TR (2) TR (3) I (4) SR 3Tt 1 (5) o
/(6) Frtter, (7

(1) Philosopher (2) Farmer (3) Cattleman(4) Merchant

Craftsman (5) Soldier (6) Inspector (7) Minister

4 3T TATHT Sl ST T ST, THeh I8 HAT &ral
ECENEICIERE R

* He stated the absence of slavery, but this 1s contradicted

by Indian sources.
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® There used to be wooden buildings in Mauryan period,

G

Iﬁw which have been found from present Patna.
* TSI H Yoo o e FRITR I o |

JATE]hAT/
® There were skilled stone artisans in the Mauryan period.
Mauryan i .
. 37Nk 3 HET TSI H Gt T &9 SR ©, ST 999 J2T &9 =
Architecture = _ —

Ashoka has built Sanchi Stupa, which 1s the largest stupa in
Madhya Pradesh.
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EIDEARIC SHETT, {578 OT 4 qeer % I 1 Th & e
/ @1 T &, S 3HATSET T G &, TaT WRA

SIRgeSt T e i —
Mauryan ® Ashoka built the Ashoka Pillar in Sarnath
Al aiteeie (UP), on which 4 stone lions have been

kept in the same place, which 1s an
indicator of non-violence, this 1s also the
national symbol of India.
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IMPORTANT MCQ



Q.1 Gi=ft =T Tq¥ ferE ST ?
/W ho built the Sanchi Stupa?

s A. (3737 /Ashoka
/ B. o] /Gautam buddha

_~C. === /Chandra Gupta
_~D. @T‘ﬁ?/Khargone




Q.2 3TNk o RTATAET ! T@aTAT T STUST i T 2
/67 ho was the first Englishman to read the inscriptions of Ashoka?

A. S 21aX /John tower

B & fmer Harry Smith
Jé. =Ted Heah®h /Charles Metcalf

\/ﬁ.@ames Prinsep




Q.3 hICHTT I5 i forsTd T QBT T AU STMTeh o TRy RTETo@ & § 2
/<7V hich inscription of Ashoka describes the victory of Kalinga war and the

Kshatriyas?

P A. TaerE | /Inscription I
B. @ 11 /Inscription II

{/C. fRretTer@ XI1I /Inscription XII
(/ﬁ( SIGINE XIIUInscription X111




Q.4 ¥ o1t | HaT ¥ a1 8 2
/W hat 1s meant by 'Sita’' in Mauryan period?

/ A. THdl /a goddess

\/E. TSTeh ‘{\&fﬁm @come from

government land

!
. I; ﬂc'\&f/waste land
D. U YiiHes GIEH /a religious sect



Q.5 UTefcTqs T TXerd T=5TTH bl Hael Hedd: ST T 2
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handragupta's palace located in Pataliputra was mainly built ?

oA 321 T /Of bricks
/B.@%I/Of WO@
/C. T bl /Of stone

_D. gt /Of clay




Q.6 UTTEYHTST 7 YRS THTST bl foha=T SO o fermfsra feram?

Info how many categories did Megasthenes divide Indian society?

H/w A. /4
./ &
}. g1 /5
/C. 9: /6

D.wm




Q.7 fFifera § | i Wi 5131 ohT ITHeh T © 2
Who among the following is not the ruler of Maurya dynasty?

A. SASIIARTT /Ajatshatru

B. I<TH a9 / Chandragupta Maurya
C. 331 /Ashok

D. I(;IrgH L /Bindusar




Q.8 hiciT st o IUTia 72Nk W A HrfcTRad fore v Rl SiTieR I oL Tt ot 2
Which of the following religions was adopted by Ashoka the Great after the

conquest of Kalinga?

a) s1g 99 /Buddhism

b) ST € /Jainism

C) %r_q;%lfl /Hindu religion

) gﬁ&m g /Muslim religion




Q.9 THHIRad T U 98 Sk i & ST T8 qam fUTestt ot o 2

Who among the following is the person whose name was also 'Devnam

Priyadarshi'?

A. 33T /Ashoka
B. ¥ 9 /Gautam buddha
C. dI-<TH /Chandra Gupta

D. ¥dH H86 ] /Lord Mahavir



Q.10 forg@m 7 fersiiea =l et o feTq 721k sht gl ST 9T 2
Where did Bindusara send Ashoka to crush the rebels?

A. 1GEPJSFT'}I'F(/Swarnagiri
B. Q&fRTAT /Takshshila
C. 355 /Ujjain

D. a3l /Vaishali




