Daily Current Affairs : 22.02.2023

1.The Reserve Bank announced its second global hackathon titled 'Harbinger
2023 - Innovation for Change' with the theme of 'Inclusive Digital Services'.
The winner of the hackathon will be awarded Rs 40 lakh and the runner-up
will be awarded Rs 20 lakh. To recall, the first hackathon was announced in

November 2021 and the results were declared in June 2022.
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2.Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Singaporean counterpart Lee Hsien
Loong will launch connectivity between India's Unified Payments Interface -

UPI and Singapore's Pay Now system via video conferencing on February 21.
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3.According to the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz will pay a State visit to India on February 25 and 26, his first trip to the
country more than a year after he took charge of the top post.
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4.Bangladesh announced the purchase of 300 double decker electric AC
buses from India to reduce carbon emissions and protect the environment in

line with its national goals and international commitments.
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5.Facebook and Instagram's parent company Meta has launched a new paid
'‘Blue Tick' verification system for users.
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6.0n February 18, 12 cheetahs including 7 males and 5 females were brought
to India from South Africa. Viasna's C-17 Globemaster was sent to bring

them.
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7.The 4th edition of joint military exercise 'DUSTLIK' between the Indian Army
and Uzbekistan Army commenced in Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand.
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8.The Indian contingent will be represented by the 14th Battalion the Garhwal
Rifles of the Western Command, while the Uzbekistan Army will be
represented by troops from the North Western Military District of the
Uzbekistan Army.
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9.Indian-origin engineer cum photographer Karthik Subramaniam's beautiful
photo has topped National Geographic's 'Photo of the Year' contest 2023
beating over 5000 entries. His photograph, titled "Dance of the Eagles", was
taken at the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve in Alaska.
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10.India's Permanent Representative to the United Nations Ruchira Kamboj
has been elected as the chairperson of the 62nd session of the UN Social
Development Commission. She was elected chairperson of the first session of
the UN Social Development Commission at its headquarters in New York.
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11.UNICEF-India appointed Hindi film actor Ayushmann Khurrana as its
National Ambassador. The 38-year-old Bollywood actor has previously
worked as a 'celebrity advocate' for UNICEF-India.
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12.Junglee Games Pvt Ltd, an online skill-gaming company, has signed actor
Ajay Devgn as the brand ambassador for its online rummy platform Junglee

Rummy.
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13.Tony Jesudasan, a head of Anil Ambani's Reliance Group and one of the
finest corporate communications and corporate affairs professionals, passed

away at the age of 71.
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14.Former Indian captain Virat Kohli completed his 25,000 international runs,
achieving a major feat during the India Australia Test match at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi. Along with this, King Kohli has also broken the record
of the fastest master blaster Sachin Tendulkar to score 25,000 international
runs. Now King Kohli has become the fastest player to score 25,000

international runs.
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15.The board of Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd has appointed consulting firm Egon
Zander to lead the global search for a chief executive officer to replace its
billionaire founder Uday Kotak.
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16.Indian-origin leading physician Professor Meghna Pandit has been

appointed Chief Executive Officer of Oxford University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, one of the UK's largest teaching hospitals.
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17.Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has emerged as the top performer among
state-owned lenders in terms of loan growth percentage during the third
quarter of 2022-23.
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18.Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince unveiled The Mukaab, which is a 400-meter-

high, wide, and long long indoor supercity in the center of Riyadh.
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19.The third meeting of the India-Egypt Joint Working Group on Counter
Terrorism was conducted on February 16, 2023, in New Delhi.
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20.According to union minister jitendra singh the first nuclear power plant in
North India would be built in Gorakhpur, Haryana.

FET Tt Praw g F SIgaT ST WA HT TgAT THTY[ FHoil G547 gIATT &
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21.Former Gujarat governor and veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader

Om Prakash Kohli has passed away at the age of 87.
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22.Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International Foundation and Space Zone India
launched the APJ Abdul Kalam Satellite Launch Vehicle Mission-2023 from

the Pattipolam village of Chengalpattu district in Tamil Nadu.
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23.India’s lunar mission, Chandrayaan-3 has successfully underwent EMI-
EMC (Electro-Magnetic InterferenceElectro-Magnetic Compatibility).
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24 The Taj Mahotsav was officially launched on February 20 in Agra by
Yogendra Upadhyay, minister of higher education for the state of Uttar
Pradesh.
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25.Rajan Amba has been appointed as the managing director of Jaguar Land
Rover India, effective from 1st March 2023.
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26.Austin Butler won the 76th British Academy Film Awards (BAFTA) Awards
2023 in the Best Leading Actor category for Elvis.
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27 .Actor Ayushmann Khurrana was appointed as the National Ambassador of
Child Rights for UNICEF India.
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28.Former Health Minister of Kerala, K.K. Shailaja has been selected for the

32nd Ramashramam Unneerikkutty Award.
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29.Former India Davis Cup tennis player, Ramesh Krishnan was presented
with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the annual awards, organized by the
Rotary Club of Madras, T. Nagar (RCMT), Chennai.
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30.The Reserve Bank of India has appointed former Bank of Baroda ED,
Vikramaditya Singh Khichi as a member of the Advisory Committee on

Reliance Capital.
TR 1 S F @ 9% Atw atar <81, Ry fg &i=h o femaa sftew
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31.Noted writer, V Madhusoodanan Nair has been selected for Jnanappana
Puraskaram 2023 for his contribution to the field of literature.
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32.Legendary manga artist, Leiji Matsumoto passed away at age 85 due to

acute heart failure in Tokyo, Japan.

HGT HIT FHATHIL, A ISt ATGATAT T 85 I it S & ST, ST | A1 g2 i
T o HTLT (G gl 4TI

33.Karnataka Bank awarded Prathista Puraskar for achieving highest
percentage in BHIM UPI transactions.

Fteh doh al HIT TAATS Aqad d IFAT AT JTH FLA & g TSt [TE&we &
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34.1CICI Bank Board Approves Proposal to Take over I-Process Services as a

subsidiary.
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35.The Government of India is to set up India's first waste to hydrogen plant at
a cost of Rs 430 crores in Pune.

T TR IO 7 430 FUE €I it ANTT § HILT T GgAT STAIAE | FIEg o a3
O NEGETC R I A

36.Prime Minister Narendra Modi has virtually inaugurated the Jal Jan
Abhiyan in Abu Road in Sirohi district of Rajasthan.

THTAHAT A HIGT F TSEATT & (g ot & g S § T I ATHATT Fl TNt
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37.Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry will organize Divya Kala Mela in
Mumbai from 16 to 25 February.

qrTRE =T S ATYHRTRAT AT 16 & 25 FLE( % a5 | [9od FAT AAT
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38.Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has launched the 6th phase of
Sujalam Sufalam Jal Abhiyan at Khoraj in Gandhinagar.

ST o HEIHAT SR T AR & G § GOIATH GHATH ST A WA & ©S
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39.International Union of Railways (UIC) and Railway Protection Force (RPF)
will organize 18th World Security Congress in Jaipur.
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40.Padma shri Dr. Prasad rao honoured with lifetime achievement award.
g7t S, T T T ATTHETZH AATqHE [LERTT § GEATMA (4T 1T
41.Nitin Gadkari laid foundation stone first Divyang park of Maharashtra.

AT el F Agy * gge s are it srafereT Tt

42.The Gujarat government launched the statewide sixth phase of "Sujalam
Sufalam Jal Abhiyan" from Khoraj village of Gandhinagar district.

I R T TERR et & @IS T & g AT S ST &
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43.Shiv pratap shukla sworn in as the 29th governor of Himachal Pardesh.
U s QT | TR TR ¥ 299 TSAATH F T H 49" |

44 The Government appointed BVR Subrahmanyam as the CEO of NITI
Aayog.

TR T Sfreme gorgoas # Afa smrer #7 e fRygee B

45.India and spain agreed to cooperate in digital infra, climate action, clean

energy.
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46.Thirteen MPs, including Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, RJD's
Manoj Jha and CPI-M's John Brittas, have been nominated for the Sansad
Ratna Awards 2023. The 13 MPs include eight from the Lok Sabha and five
from the Rajya Sabha, including three retired members.
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47.The Union Home Ministry has granted the prosecution sanction to the CBI
against Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia in a case of alleged
collection of "political intelligence" through a feedback unit (FBU) set up to
check corruption.
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48.Seattle has become the first US city to outlaw caste discrimination after its

local council passed a resolution, moved by an Indian-American politician and
economist, to add caste to its non-discrimination policy.
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49.Indian-American tech entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy has launched his
2024 presidential bid with a promise to “put merit back” and end dependence
on China, becoming the second community member to enter the Republican

Party's presidential primary after Nikki Haley..
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50.The Railways is planning to create a cement corridor to link factories

manufacturing cement, clinker and fly ash for the seamless movement.
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